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Blueberry Farm of Aizu Region in Fukushima Prefecture

Yuichi SAITO", Norie NOGAMI? Haruo KATSUMATA", Koichi NAGAYAMA*
Toshiaki MASHIKO® and Haruhito SEKIZAWA™

Abstract

In order to expand the harvest period for guest's self-picking blueberry farm in Aizu region
Fukushima prefecture, we tried to grow southern highbush blueberry in the greenhouse and
investigated growing blueberries. Furthermore, we examined suitable blueberry varieties for guest's
self-picking blueberry farm in Aizu.
(1) Due to higher temperature than in the open field, full blooming date advanced by 15-21days and
harvest time advanced by 7-21days. In the greenhouse, it is possible to harvest fruits of ‘O'Neal’
from the beginning of June, and it is possible to harvest fruits of ‘Sharpblue’ from the late of June.
(2) The growth, fruit quality and yield of 31 blueberry varieties were tested in Aizu. ‘Sharpblue |,
‘Magnolia’ , ‘Sunsineblue’ , ‘Nelson' , ‘Brigitta’ , ‘Austin’ , Festival showed the most
adaptability at this location. Harvest time of ‘Chandler’ and ‘Darrow were between that of
highbush blueberry and rabbiteye blueberry. Therefore they were considerd to be useful varieties. In
addition, it was considered that ‘Elliott” was suitable for material of nutraceutical benefits because
of high anthocyanin content. ‘Powderblue’ blueberry bushes are high yielding blueberry plants and
harvest time was very late, therefore it was considered to be effective in order to expand harvest
time.
(3) Rabitteye blueberry ‘Baldwin' was sufferd from sever cold injury in 2010. But the other varieties
were less affected by cold injury.
(4) Using greenhouse culture and several promising varieties, we showed variety combination to be

suitable for guest's self-picking blueberry farm of the Aizu area.
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