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Greetings from the Governor of Fukushima Prefecture

In no time at all, a decade will have passed since the Great East
Japan Earthquake and the nuclear disaster which caused severe
damage to the prefectures of Fukushima, Miyagi, Iwate and other
areas. Over the past years, Fukushima has been steadily progressing
towards revitalization thanks to the abundance of support we have
received from around the world.

On the other hand, there are still a pile of various issues facing
Fukushima. In particular, it appears that the further away you
are from Fukushima, the stronger the two adversities of harmful
rumors and fading memories of the disaster tend to be. In

such circumstances, never more have we felt encouraged to have the Kenjinkais, supporters of
Fukushima, worldwide who show consideration for Fukushima and promote its charms as well as
the challenges it has been taking on. You have been playing a key role in supporting our efforts
towards revitalization. I would like to once again express my gratitude to you for that support.

On the occasion of marking the 10th anniversary of the Great East Japan Earthquake, the
Fukushima Prefectural Government has published a commemorative publication. The aim is to look
back at the warm support we have received from the Kenjinkai members towards revitalization in
the Prefecture, to express our appreciation for the support, and furthermore, to pass the legacy down
to future generations. This publication covers the efforts made by the Kenjinkais around the world
in support of Fukushima’s revitalization as well as contains encouraging messages from members
to Fukushima. It is my hope that you will take the opportunity with this publication to know more
about the history and activities of the worldwide Fukushima Kenjinkais and to deepen exchanges
and cooperation among the members. I also truly hope that people around the world will see these
activities and messages of the overseas Kenjinkais, which will lead to further understanding of, and
sympathy for Fukushima.

Fukushima still has a long way in achieving revitalization. With the new challenges arisen such as
the COVID-19 pandemic in the world, we remain in a difficult situation. However, we will continue
to put all our energy into the reconstruction and revitalization of Fukushima while working together
with the Kenjinkais and all those who give us warm consideration from the world.

I would like to conclude this greeting by offering my sincere wishes for your continued success and
prosperity in the future.

February, 2021

Uhibone T7atas

Governor of Fukushima Prefecture
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Greetings from the President of the World Fukushima Kenjinkai

I would like to express my appreciation to all the members of this

Kenjinkai for their help in making the publication of “Activities
Supporting the Revitalization of Fukushima Prefecture by Overseas Mt‘ \
Fukushima Kenjinkais” a reality.
Fukushima Prefectural Government invited representatives of L'_;WH:—\i
Overseas Fukushima Kenjinkais to Fukushima and it was this al
—_— |

opportunity that established the World Fukushima Kenjinkai.
When the Overseas Fukushima Kenjinkai Summit was held in
February 2013, 19 representatives of the Kenjinkais attended. The
prefectural government hoped that through this visit, the Kenjinkai
would deepen their awareness about the progress of revitalization
in Fukushima since the Great East Japan Earthquake and TEPCO
Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station accident as well as the
Prefecture’s beautiful nature, history, and culture. The aim was to increase support in the efforts to
dispel harmful rumors regarding the safety of food from Fukushima and promote sales of products
from Fukushima through the network of each Kenjinkai around the world. This eventually led to the
establishment of the World Fukushima Kenjinkai.

Currently, the World Fukushima Kenjinkai consists of 37 local Kenjinkais in 24 countries and
regions. Many residents in Fukushima are still living now as evacuees 10 years after the Great East
Japan Earthquake and there continue to be challenges in the decommissioning of the Fukushima
Daiichi Nuclear Power Station. However, since the disaster until now, residents have been helping
each other and continue to work hard towards revitalization. Those of us living overseas have had
the chance to explain to people and have them understand the actual progress of revitalization
through events supported by the Prefecture, Municipalities, and JA.

We would like to continue to support the efforts in the quick easing of restrictions of imports from
Fukushima by organizing a wide variety of events in different countries which promote the safety of
food from Fukushima.

With an appreciation for the many people who have supported the revitalization in Fukushima,
I hope that the Prefecture can share its’ experience with people both in Japan and overseas in the
future.

While many natural disasters are becoming serious around the world, I believe that people in
Fukushima will be able to share what they have learned from the disasters, important lessons about
risk management as well as actions to be taken at the time of an earthquake, tsunami, and other
disasters. Also, they will be able to share the, means and process of ensuring and proving the safety of
agricultural products and other local specialties whose reputation have been damaged. We hope that
Fukushima will be able to change its image as the Prefecture not being quiet but raising its voice.

February, 2021

President of the World Fukushima Kenjin kai
(President of the Fukushima Prefectural Association in London)

Yoshio Mitsuyama








