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Information of Overseas Fukushima Kenjinkais
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- Website: https://scalfukushimakenjinkai.org/

M Basic Information of the Kenjinkai

- Date of Establishment: August 1908 (Before WW 1T )
May 16, 1948 (After WW 1II )

+ President: Rumi Kumada

- Place of Activity: California, US.A.

- Members: 100 people

- Website: https://scalfukushimakenjinkai.org/
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M Introduction of the Kenjinkai and its Main Activities

The Nanka (Southern California) Fukushima Kenjinkai was founded in 1908 and will celebrate its 113th anniversary in 2021.
During World War II, due to U.S. Government policy, Japanese and Japanese Americans were sent to concentration camps.
During this time, Kenjinkai activities temporarily ceased; however, activities resumed following the end of the war. We
gathered twice a year (a New Year's meeting and a gathering at a park during summer) and enjoy a meal together while
thinking about our hometown Fukushima. For more than 50 years, boiled rice with red beans (sekihan) has been donated to
the summer gathering at the park through a grant set up by Mr. Koda from Iwaki City.

Following the Great East Japan Earthquake, the Kenjinkai has provided information about business and tourism in
Fukushima at booths opened at events and has donated profits from the sale of goods made from Aizu cotton to an NPO in
Fukushima.
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M Activities Supporting the Revitalization of Fukushima

- Participated in the Overseas Fukushima Kenjinkai Summit (Ist, 2nd, and 3rd).
* Youth members participated in the “Fukushima Program for North American Kenjinkai Youths”, learned about progress
in the revitalization of Fukushima and shared information on Fukushima at Kenjinkai meetings and to people around them
(FY2016-2018).
- Annual Events
<> Picnic (July)
<> The Kenjinkai ran a booth at the “Walk the Farm” event hosted by Tanaka Farms, a Japanese American farm in Irvine,
to support sites damaged by the Great East Japan Earthquake and provided information about Fukushima (June in 2013,
2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, and 2019).

<> The Kenjinkai ran a Fukushima booth to share information about Fukushima at a celebration for the Emperor’s birthday
hosted by the Consulate-General of Japan in Los Angeles (in 2015, 2016, 2017, and 2020).

<> The Kenjinkai supported companies from Fukushima running booths at the Tohoku Fair in Gardena (2018, 2019).

<> The Kenjinkai ran a booth to highlight Fukushima during the Nisei Week in Los Angeles (2018, 2019).

<> Support for companies from Fukushima: July 2018 for Horaiya, March 2018 for Igarashi Seimen

- July 2011: The Kenjinkai donated funds for the victims of the Great East Japan Earthquake to Fukushima Prefectural
Government Emergency Response Headquarters.

- November 2016: The Kenjinkai and Fukushima Prefecture jointly hosted a seminar to share recent information about
Fukushima. (Tsunagu & Tsutaeru Project)

- October 2017: The Kenjinkai jointly hosted the Revitalization Seminar during a visit by Fukushima Governor Uchibori to
Los Angeles.

- February 2019: The Kenjinkai supported a booth ran by Fukushima Prefecture at the Tourism Promotion Expo.

- April 2019: The Kenjinkai reported progress in the revitalization of Fukushima at a charity concert performed at a church
in the suburbs of Los Angeles.

+ June 2019: The Kenjinkai participated in the Wakamatsu Colony 150th Anniversary Event

+ June 2019: The Kenjinkai introduced local specialties and masters’ skills from Fukushima at the Japan House.

+ June 2019: The Kenjinkai provided cooperation for the establishment of a scholarship program at Fukushima University
sponsored by Tanaka Farms.
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[ Messages from the Kenjinkai to Fukushima Prefecture on the 10th Anniversary of the Disaster

Nanka (Southern California) Fukushima Kenjinkai will be supporting Business Promotion and Education for Youth in
Fukushima. Fukushima sent Prof. Hideyo Noguchi into the world, so we have a role model for challenging the unknown.

Fukushima Kenjinkai will be providing basic support for new business models and new educational methods tailored to the
United States. We want to encourage dreams and aspirations, especially for members of the younger generation interested
in the United States.





