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M Basic Information of the Kenjinkai

- Date of Establishment: 1923
- President: Sadie Watanabe
- Place of activity: Honolulu, Hawaii, U.S.A.

- Members: 166 families
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I Introduction of the Kenjinkai and its Main Activities

Seeking community and solidarity, immigrants from Fukushima established Honolulu Fukushima Kenjin Kai (HFKK)
in 1923 with Yuji Koseki as its first President. This year marks the 98th year since it was founded and our Kenjinkai
with 166 families, currently consisting mainly of sansei descendants, are actively participating in various activities.

With an increasing number of our younger generation who are not knowledgeable about Fukushima Prefecture,
the hometown of their ancestors, they have an opportunity to participate in the Fukushima Program for “North
American Kenjinkai Youths” where the younger generation can connect with their relatives as well as deepen
their interest about the history and culture of Fukushima Prefecture and its reconstruction efforts. We are working
towards nurturing our youth resources so they can one day responsibly lead the Kenjin Kai in the future to preserve
traditional values, customs and attitudes of their Fukushima heritage and to integrate them into Hawaii's multi-ethnic
society.
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I Activities Supporting the Revitalization of Fukushima

- March 2011: At the annual Honolulu Festival, the members promoted and shared information about Fukushima
Prefecture. (March 2011 to March 2019)

- Great East Japan Earthquake contributions and donations
(April and October 2011, June 2013, July 2016)

+ July to September 2011: Kenjin Kai invited Fukushima Aloha Initiative participants to join the Kenjin Kai summer
picnic.

+ October 2013: Honolulu Fukushima Kenjin Kai held 90th Anniversary Celebration with the presence lof former
Fukushima Prefectural Governor, Yuhei Sato.

- HFKK held several Furusato Tours. Participants visited several places in Fukushima Prefecuture and courtesy calls
were made to the Governor.

(31 participants in April 2014, 83 participants in July 2017, 32 participants in October 2019)

- Emperor's Birthday Reception at the Consulate General of Japan where information on the prefecture was shared
and folk craft items were displayed. (2014 to 2020)

- March 2016: Kick-off party for Honolulu Festival and “The 5th Anniversary of the Great East Japan Earthquake”
held at the Consulate General of Japan—information on Fukushima Prefecture was shared.

- March 2016: Planted a plumeria tree at Soto Mission of Hawaii as a symbol to honor the recovery efforts in the
Tohoku area.

- November 2016: “A Brighter Future for Fukushima Symposium”. Forum to connect with the public and to explain
the current situation of Fukushima’s revitalization activities and programs, held in collaboration with the prefectural
government.

+ June 2018: Honolulu Fukushima Kenjinkai 95th Anniversary Celebration where the Vice Governor Suzuki
presented a Fukushima Reconstruction PowerPoint presentation to the general public prior to the celebration.

- Hawaii-Tohoku Rainbow Project where HFKK welcomed high school students from Fukushima during their stay in
Honolulu. (December 2016 and March 2019)
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[ Messages from the Kenjinkai to Fukushima Prefecture on the 10th Anniversary of the Disaster

It hardly seems that ten years have passed since that fateful day on March 11, 2011 when the Great East Japan Disaster
occurred and recorded as the most powerful earthquake in Japan, followed by an overwhelming tsunami which devastated
the coastline of the Tohoku area.

Congratulations to Fukushima Prefecture and its people for the phenomenal strides they have made to restore the
prefecture to what it was prior to the triple disasters as evidenced in the reconstruction of the infrastructure, utilization of
new technology, response to environmental issues, and restoration of the economy.

The Honolulu Fukushima Kenjin Kai pledges to continue to support the revitalization programs and spread the word
that Fukushima Prefecture is a safe place to visit. As always, we in Hawaii, are ready to assist and support Fukushima
Prefecture, our furusato, in every way possible.





