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M Basic Information of the Kenjinkai
+ Date of Establishment: 1957

+ President: Tichi Watanabe

- Place of Activity: Belém, Brazil

- Members: 226 people
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M Introduction of the Kenjinkai and its Main Activities

The Hokuhaku Fukushima Kenjinkai (Fukushima Kenjinkai in Northern Brazil) was found in 1957 and
celebrated its 64th anniversary in 2021. The number of members currently stands at 226, a number that
includes the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd generations of emigrants from Japan. In addition to the New Year’s gathering
and Karaoke competitions held each year, we encourage interactions and friendship among members,
highlight Fukushima and report progress in the revitalization of Fukushima during Japan Week in Belém, an
event designed to introduce Japanese culture.

The number of young Fukushima Kenjinkai members has increased, and many of these youth are
unfamiliar with many aspects of Fukushima. To spark greater interest in Fukushima among our younger
members, we actively send students to Fukushima through the Fukushima Program for Latin American

Kenjinkai Youths with the goal of ensuring the continuation of Kenjinkai activities in the future.
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I Activities Supporting the Revitalization of Fukushima

+ Youth members participated in the Fukushima Program for Latin American Kenjinkai Youths, learned
about progress in the revitalization of Fukushima and shared information on Fukushima at Kenjinkai
meetings and to people around them (FY2014, 2016, 2017, 2018)

-+ 2011: Fukushima Kenjinkai members engaged in fundraising and donated money to the Association of
Nikkei & Japanese Abroad via the Pan-Amazon Japan Brazil Association.

-+ 2012: During Japan Week in Belém, the Fukushima Kenjinkai promoted Fukushima to approximately 8000
visitors using PR goods and crafts sent by the Fukushima Prefectural Office. The largest event in the
region, Japan Week in Belém introduces Japanese culture.

- 2012: The Fukushima Kenjinkai exhibited crafts from and introduced traditional culture in Fukushima at
the Japan Calendar Exhibition held at a cultural facility in Belém.
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[ Messages from the Kenjinkai to Fukushima Prefecture on the 10th Anniversary of the Disaster

On this the 10th anniversary of the Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami, we offer our prayers to the
souls of those who lost their lives and wish to recognize the great efforts that the people of Fukushima have
made to rebuild the prefecture and their lives.

Seeing the progress that you have made, we feel an immense pride in the strength and fortitude of the
people in Fukushima. We are committed to ensuring that the memory of the disaster, the suffering of its
victims, and the spirit of the survivors is passed down to the younger generation in Brazil, and we pray each
and every day that Fukushima will achieve a full recovery in the near future.
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